
       

     Being a graduate student, I try to squeeze in as much knitting as possible during the summer months. This summer I was 

able to knit quite a few sweaters, but the endless standard stitch was getting to be a bit much. I missed my fair isle, wanted 

to play with cables, and was yearning to see some moss stitch. Thus, I created this bag to bust up my boredom with the 

textured moss stitch, fair-isle, and cabling. 

     The finished product is an incredibly functional bag sized large enough to carry a decent sized laptop, books, or 

notebooks.      Because it is fully lined with a knitted liner it is soft against your body while you are walking and offers some 

protection for the things you are carrying. The textured shoulder strap stays put, and the cable through the middle not only 

adds interest but keeps the strap from stretching out too much. There is a functional button band that adds interest to the bag, 

as well as allowing you to have a place to showcase some of your fun and unusual buttons. The fair isle adds durability to 

the structure of the bag as well as color to make it less dull. Simple cabling on the bottom of the bag not only adds some 

serious texture but does double duty as a type of ribbing, making the bottom of the bag stretchy. Overall, the name of this 

bag says it all- it busts up the boredom with varying techniques and textures that will keep you interested the entire time. 

 

FINISHED MEASUREMENTS 

Bag (not including strap): height= 12.75 

inches, width (fair isle)= 14.5 inches, 

width(cables slightly stretched)= 15.25 

inches 

 

Strap: width= 3 inches by 27 inches 

 

MATERIALS 

[MC] Patons Classic Wool [100% Pure 

New Wool; 223/205 per 100g skein]; 

color: Natural Mix; 3 skeins 

 

[CC1] Patons Classic Wool [100% Pure 

New Wool; 223/205 per 100g skein]; 

color: Jade Heather; 1 skein 

 

[CC2] Patons Classic Wool [100% Pure 

New Wool; 223/205 per 100g skein]; 

color: Too Teal; 1 skein 

 

1 set US #6/4mm straight needles 

 

29 length-inch US #6/4mm circular 

needle 

 

29 length-inch US #8/5mm circular 

needle 

 

NOTIONS REQUIRED 

 Cable needle 

 Yarn needle 

 Two buttons 

 Two stitch markers 

 

GAUGE 

21 sts/25 rows = 4″ in stockinette stitch 

(using larger needles) 

22 sts/ 32 rows= 4’’ in moss stitch (using 

smaller needles) 

 

PATTERN NOTES 

When picking up stitches for the liner, 

the number is purposely more than 

stitches around, and is knitted with a 

larger needle after the initial pick-up 

to allow the bag to stretch. To pick up 

the stitches, have the bag right side 

out, fold the moss stitch band over, 

and pick up the purl ridges of the 

rows below the band, before the 

fair-isle pattern starts. Make sure to 

start on the stitch where the bag 

was joined to work in the round, 

and end on the last stitch of the 

same row. 

 

Moss Stitch: 

 

All rows: (K1, P1) to end 

 

 

 

PATTERN 

Button Band 

Using smaller circular needles, CO 175 stitches. DO NOT JOIN 

 

Rows 1-4: Moss stitch 

 

Row 5: work in pattern for 4 stitches, YO, K2tog, work in pattern to end. 

 

Rows 6-12: Moss stitch 

Boredom Buster Bag 



 

 

Row 13: repeat Row 5 

 

Rows 14-16: Moss stitch 

 

Row 17: BO 10 stitches, work in pattern to end 

 

Row 18: BO 10 stitched, work in pattern to end 

 

Fair Isle Pattern 

Increase row: (K4, KFB) to end, PM. Join to work in the round. (198 stitches) 

 

Work Chart A once with CC1. 

 

Work 2 Rows in standard stitch with MC, increase one stitch per row. (200 

stitches) 

 

Work Chart B once with CC2. 

 

Work 2 Rows in standard stitch with MC, decrease one stitch per row. 

(198 stitches) 

 

Work Chart A once with CC1. 

 

Work 1 Row in standard stitch with MC. 

 

Cable Pattern 

Cable set-up Row: (K8, PFB) to end 

 

Row 1: *K8, P2, repeat from * to end 

 

Row 2:  *K8, P2, repeat from * to end 

 

Row 3 (increase row): * K8, PFB, P1, repeat from * to end 

 

Row 4: * C4F, P3, repeat from * to end 

 

Row 5 (increase row): *K8, PFB, P2, repeat from * to end 

 

Row 6: * K8, P4, repeat from * to end 

 

Row 7 (increase row): *K8, PBF, P3, repeat from * to end 

 

Row 8: *K8, P5, repeat from * to end 

 

Row 9: *K8, P5, repeat from * to end 

 

Row 10: * C4F, P5, repeat from * to end 

 

Rows 11-16: * K8, P5, repeat from * to end 

 

Row 17: * C4F, P5, repeat from * to end 

 

Repeat Rows 11-17 three more times. 

 

Row 33 (increase row): * K8, PFB, P4, repeat from * to end 



 

 

Rows 34-37: *K8, P6, repeat from * to end 

 

Row 38: * C4F, P6, repeat from * to end 

 

Rows 39-43: *K8, P6, repeat from * to end 

 

Row 44: * C4F, P6, repeat from * to end 

 

Repeat Rows 39-44 one more time 

 

Start Decreasing for Bottom 

 

Row 1: *K8, P2tog, P2, P2tog, repeat from * to end 

 

Row 2: *K8, P2tog twice, repeat from * to end 

 

Row 3: *K7, slip stitch with yarn in back, P2tog with yarn in 

front, move yarn to back, pass slipped stitch over, repeat from * to 

end 

 

Row 4: Knit all stitches 

 

Finishing the Body of the Bag 

 

Remove marker 

 

Knit 40 stitches 

 

Place 88 stitches on either side of the circular needle 

 

Using the 3 Needle Bind Off, BO all stitches tightly. 

 

Shoulder Strap 

Lay bag down, front side facing you. 

 

Starting 2 inches from the left side of the bag, using straight needles (or smaller circular 

needles) pick up 20 stitches. 

 

Set-up Row (WS): (K1, P1) three times, PM, P8, PM, (K1, P1) three times 

 

Rows 1 & 3 (RS): (P1, K1) three times, K8, (P1, K1) three times 

 

Rows 2 & 4 (WS): (K1, P1) three times, P8, (K1, P1) three times 

 

Rows 5 (RS): (P1, K1) three times, C4F, (P1, K1) three times 

 

Row 6 (WS): (K1, P1) three times, P8, (K1, P1) three times 

 

Repeat Rows 1-6 thirty two more times (or until you are 1 inch from desired length) 

 

Work Rows 1-4 one more time. 

 

BO all stitches loosely. 

 

Sew end of strap to opposite side of bag. 



  

 

Lining 

Before starting the lining, weave in and fasten all ends inside the bag. 

 

Using MC and smaller circular needles pick up 190 stitches (see Pattern Notes). 

 

Place marker to indicate the beginning of the row. Switch to larger circular 

needles and following the stripe pattern below work in stockinette stitch. 

 

Stripe Pattern: 

 

10 Rows CC2 

 

2 Rows MC 

 

4 Rows CC1 

 

2 Rows MC 

 

Repeat this pattern three more times. 

 

Knit 2 rows CC2. 

 

Remove marker, knit 55 stitches 

 

Place 95 stitches on either side of the needle. Using the Three Needle Bind Off, 

BO all stitches. 

 

CHARTS 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FINISHING 

Sew on buttons, weave in any loose ends. 

 

Lightly block if desired by pinning the bag down to shape and spraying the bag with a 

water bottle until the bag is damp. Allow to dry completely. 

Chart A Chart B 


